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Comparative and superlative adjectives
To form comparative and superlative adjectives:
1 With one-syllable adjectives, add -er or the + -est.
 weak — weaker — the weakest
2 With adjectives that end in -e, add -r or the + -st.
 rare — rarer — the rarest
3 With adjectives that end in one vowel + one 

consonant, double the consonant and add -er  
or the + -est.

 big — bigger — the biggest
4 With adjectives that end in -y, remove the -y and 

add -ier or the + -iest.
 healthy — healthier — the healthiest
5 With adjectives of two or more syllables, put 

more or the most before the adjective.
 dangerous — more dangerous — the most dangerous
Remember: some adjectives are irregular.
good — better — the best bad — worse — the worst

Use
We use comparative adjectives + than to compare 
two or more things or people.
London is bigger than Oxford. You’re taller than me.
We use superlative adjectives to compare a thing  
or a person with the whole group he / she / it 
belongs to.
Everest is the tallest mountain in the world.

Present simple
Affirmative Negative
I / You live in Wales. I / You don’t live in Wales.
He / She / It lives in 
Wales.

He / She / It doesn’t live  
in Wales.

We / You / They live in 
Wales.

We / You / They don’t live in 
Wales.

Questions
Do I / you live in Wales? Where do I / you live?
Does he / she / it live in 
Wales? 

Where does he / she /  
it live?

Do we / you / they live in 
Wales? 

Where do we / you / 
they live?

Rules for spelling the third person singular  
(he / she / it) forms of verbs:
1 With most verbs, add -s to the base form.
 to walk — walks to think — thinks
2 With verbs that end in consonant + -y, remove 

the -y and add -ies to the base form.
 to study — studies to copy — copies
3 With verbs that end in -s, -z, -ch, -x and -o, add 

-es to the base form.
 to miss — misses to watch — watches

Use
We use the present simple tense to:
1 Describe things that we do habitually or that 

occur regularly.
 She reads every evening. It snows in December.
2 Talk about a permanent situation or a fact.
 I live in Glasgow. I’m not British.
3 Express mental or emotional states, including 

likes and dislikes.
 Do you feel happy? I like music.

Present continuous
Affirmative Negative
I’m laughing.
You’re laughing.

I’m not laughing.
You aren’t laughing.

He’s laughing.
She’s laughing.
It’s laughing.

He isn’t laughing.
She isn’t laughing.
It isn’t laughing.

We’re laughing.
You’re laughing.
They’re laughing.

We aren’t laughing.
You aren’t laughing.
They aren’t laughing.

Questions
Short answers
Affirmative Negative

Am I joking?
Are you joking?

Yes, I am.
Yes, you are.

No, I’m not.
No, you aren’t.

Is he joking?
Is she joking?
Is it joking?

Yes, he is.
Yes, she is.
Yes, it is.

No, he isn’t.
No, she isn’t.
No, it isn’t.

Are we joking?
Are you joking?
Are they joking?

Yes, we are.
Yes, you are.
Yes, they are. 

No, we aren’t.
No, you aren’t.
No, they aren’t.

Present simple and present continuous

Use
We use the present continuous to talk about 
actions in progress or future intentions.
He’s interviewing a teacher. (at the moment)
I’m having dinner with a friend this evening. (later)
We use the present simple to talk about a routine  
or repeated action.
She has breakfast with her mum every morning.

Stative verbs
Some verbs are not usually used in the continuous 
form. (believe, belong, hate, imagine, know, like, love, 
prefer, remember, think, understand, and want.)
I love your bike. (NOT I’m loving your new bike.)
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was, were, there was, there were
Affirmative Negative
I was in the show. I wasn’t in the show.
You were in the show. You weren’t in the show.
He / She / It was in the 
show.

He / She / It wasn’t in the 
show.

We / You / They were 
in the show.

We / You / They weren’t in 
the show.

Questions
Was I in the show?
Were you in the show?
Was he / she / it in the show?
Were we / you / they in the show?

Affirmative Negative

Singular There was an 
advert.

There wasn’t an 
advert.

plural There were some 
adverts.

There weren’t any 
adverts.

Use
Was and were are the past simple forms of be. We 
use (there) was and (there) were to talk about past 
facts and opinions about the past.
They weren’t in Gdańsk. That was the best programme.

Past simple
Affirmative Negative
I / You watched TV. I / You didn’t watch TV.

He / She / It watched TV. He / She / It didn’t watch 
TV.

We / You / They watched 
TV.

We / You / They didn’t 
watch TV.

Questions
Did I / you watch TV? When did I / you watch 

TV?
Did he / she / it watch 
TV?

Where did he / she / it  
watch TV?

Did we / you / they 
watch TV?

Why did we / you / they  
watch TV?

Regular verbs
For most regular verbs, add -ed. 
film  filmed
For regular verbs that end in -e, add -d.
smile smiled
For regular verbs that end in vowel + consonant, 
double the consonant and add -ed.
travel travelled

For regular verbs that end in consonant + -y, 
remove the -y and add -ied. 
study studied

Irregular verbs
See the list of irregular verbs on page 104.

Use
We use the past simple to describe a completed 
action in the past.
We watched the new Robert Pattinson film yesterday. Did 
you like it?
We use the past simple when we know when an 
action happened.
We watched TV on Monday. We didn’t watch it on Tuesday.

Past continuous

Affirmative Negative
I was walking. I wasn’t walking.
You were walking. You weren’t walking.
He / She / It was walking. He / She / It wasn’t walking.
We / You / They were 
walking.

We / You / They weren’t 
walking.

Questions
Was I walking? Where was I walking?
Were you walking? Where were you walking?
Was he / she / it 
walking?

Where was he / she / it  
walking?

Were we / you / they 
walking?

Where were we / you / 
they walking.

Use
We use the past continuous to describe the 
progress of an action in the past.
They were filming for three weeks.

Past simple and past continuous

Use
We use the past simple to talk about a completed 
action in the past.
I recorded Friends last Friday.
We use the past continuous to talk about an action 
that was in progress in the past.
I was watching a sports programme at 8 p.m.
We use the past continuous and the past simple 
together when one action interrupts another.  
We usually use while with the past continuous and 
when with the past simple.
While I was watching TV, Joe arrived. = I was watching TV, 
when Joe arrived.
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much, many, a lot of, some, any
countable 
nouns

Uncountable 
nouns

Affirmative There are a lot 
of apples.

There’s a lot of 
juice.

Negative There aren’t 
many apples.

There isn’t 
much juice.

Questions
How many 
apples are 
there?

How much 
juice is there?

Affirmative There are some 
eggs.

There’s some 
milk.

Negative There aren’t any 
eggs.

There isn’t any 
milk.

Questions Are there any 
eggs?

Is there any 
milk?

Use
We use a lot of to talk about countable and 
uncountable nouns in affirmative sentences.
There are a lot of plastic bags in the world.
There’s a lot of rubbish, too.
We use many to talk about countable nouns in 
negative and interrogative sentences.
There aren’t many cans of drink for the party.
Are there many cans of drink for the party?
We use much to talk about uncountable nouns in 
negative and interrogative sentences.
There isn’t much milk for breakfast.
How much milk is there?
We use some to talk about countable and 
uncountable nouns in affirmative sentences.
There are some potatoes.
There’s some sugar.
We use any to talk about countable and 
uncountable nouns in negative and interrogative 
sentences.
Are there any crisps? There aren’t any crisps.
Is there any sugar? There isn’t any sugar.

Relative pronouns
Relative pronoun Used for …
who people
which objects / ideas
where places

Use
Relative pronouns tell us which person, object / 
idea or place is being talked about. They introduce 
new information. Without this information the 
sentence would be incomplete.
The man who lives next door recycles all his rubbish.
Did you see that film which was about the environment?
That’s the local shop where we buy a lot of our food.

too, too much, too many, enough,  
not enough

Adjectives
countable 
nouns

Uncountable 
nouns

The music is 
too quiet.

There are too 
many people.

There’s too 
much rubbish.

Is it loud 
enough?

Are there 
enough packets 
of crisps?

Is there enough 
cola?

It is(n’t) loud 
enough.

There are(n’t) 
enough packets 
of crisps.

There is(n’t) 
enough cola.

Use
too many / too much = more than necessary
enough = the necessary quantity
not enough = not sufficient
We use too before adjectives.
The music is too quiet.
We use too many before plural countable nouns.
There are too many big supermarkets in our town.
We use too much before uncountable nouns.
They drink too much coffee.
We use (not) enough after adjectives.
That box isn’t big enough.
This box is big enough.
We use (not) enough before uncountable and 
plural countable nouns.
I eat enough fish.
I don’t eat enough fish.
We can also use (not) enough with verbs. It goes 
after the verb.
He doesn’t study enough.
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Present perfect: affirmative and 
negative

Affirmative
full forms Short forms
I have searched.
You have searched.

I’ve searched.
You’ve searched.

He has played.
She has played.
It has played.

He’s played.
She’s played.
It’s played.

We have blogged.
You have blogged.
They have blogged.

We’ve blogged.
You’ve blogged.
They’ve blogged.

Negative
full forms Short forms
I have not searched.
You have not searched.

I haven’t searched.
You haven’t searched.

He has not played.
She has not played.
It has not played.

He hasn’t played.
She hasn’t played.
It hasn’t played.

We have not blogged.
You have not blogged.
They have not blogged.

We haven’t blogged.
You haven’t blogged.
They haven’t blogged.

In affirmative sentences, we usually use the short 
forms (’s / ’ve) in spoken English.
I’ve sent an email.
In negative sentences, we usually use short forms 
(haven’t / hasn’t) for both spoken and written 
English.
She hasn’t been to London.
Do not confuse the short form of has (’s) with the 
short form of is (also ’s).
He’s had breakfast.
He’s eating.

Use
We use the present perfect to talk about 
experiences that we have had or haven’t had at 
some time in the past.
I’ve created a website.
She’s uploaded some photos.
You haven’t visited that chat room.
We never use the present perfect to talk about 
an event that happened at a specific time in the 
past. We use it when the time of the event is not 
important or is not known.
She’s been to Australia.

Present perfect: regular and irregular 
verbs
For regular verbs, the past participle is the same 
as the past simple form. See the rules for the 
formation of regular -ed endings on page 74.
There are no rules for the formation of irregular 
verbs. You have to learn the form whenever you 
learn a new verb. Here are some typical irregular 
verb patterns.

Infinitive past simple past participle
past simple and past participle with the same forms
catch caught caught
have had had
All forms the same
put put put
cut cut cut
Different vowels: i → a → u
begin began begun
participle ends -n or -en
break broke broken
Exceptions
do did done
go went gone

See the list of irregular verbs on page 104.

Present perfect: questions 
Questions

Have I chatted with 
you?
Have you chatted with 
him?

Where have I been?
Where have you been?

Has he been with us?
Has she been with us?
Has it been with us?

Where has he been?
Where has she been?
Where has it been?

Have we chatted?
Have you chatted?
Have they chatted?

Why have we stopped?
Why have you stopped?
Why have they stopped?

Use
We use the present perfect to ask about past 
experiences. We sometimes use ever in questions 
to mean ‘at any time in your life until this 
moment’.
Have you ever played an online game?
Has she ever downloaded a film?
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Adverbs of degree

Use
We use adverbs of degree such as: a bit, incredibly, 
not very, quite, really and very, before adjectives 
and adverbs to add the idea of ‘how much’.
That CD is a bit expensive. 
I’m incredibly hungry.
He isn’t very tolerant.
Note that we can only use these adverbs with 
gradable adjectives. For example, interesting is 
gradable – books can be more or less interesting. 
But we can’t use these adverbs with non-gradable 
adjectives such as impossible or dead.

Present perfect + still, yet, just and 
already
Use
We use just, still, yet and already with the present 
perfect.
Just is used to reinforce the idea that an action 
has only been completed very recently. It is used 
in affirmative sentences, and comes between the 
auxiliary has / have and the past participle.
She’s just won a talent show.
We’ve just met that film star.
We use still to reinforce the idea that something 
hasn’t changed. It is used in negative sentences 
and it comes before has / have.
It’s very late, but you still haven’t done your homework.
I still haven’t watched that new DVD.
We use yet in negative sentences and questions to 
talk about something that hasn’t happened but 
that we expect to happen. It comes at the end of 
the phrase.
They haven’t bought the concert tickets yet. (But we 
think they will soon.)
Has he finished his new album yet? (We think he will 
finish it soon.)
We use already with the present perfect to show 
that something has happened before now. It 
comes between the auxiliary has / have and the 
past participle.
We’ve already seen that singer in concert.
She’s already read that magazine.

Present perfect + for and since
Use
For can be used with the present perfect or the 
past simple.
With the present perfect, for describes the 
duration of an action or event which started in the 
past and continues into the present. It is followed 
by a period of time: for three months, for five days, 
etc. It is placed before the time expression:
She’s worked here for five years. (And she still works 
here.)
Ben has been in the band for two years. (And he’s still 
in it.)
With the past simple for describes an action which 
started and finished in the past.
She worked here for five years. (But she doesn’t work 
here now.)
Adrian was in the band for six months. (But he isn’t in it 
now.)
Since is used with the present perfect, and it tells 
you when an action started. It is placed before the 
time expression.
He’s lived in this town since 2009.
We’ve known Laura since May.

Present perfect and past simple
Use
The past simple is used to talk about an action or a 
period of time in the past which is completed.
We watched that new pop video this afternoon. (It is now 
evening.)
He played tennis at two o’clock. (He isn’t playing 
tennis now.)
The present perfect is used to describe events 
which started in the past and continue in the 
present.
We’ve had this car for three years. (And we’ve still  
got it.)
You’ve studied at this school since 2010. (And you’re 
still studying here.)
Different time expressions are used with each 
form.
The past simple uses time expressions which 
pinpoint specific moments in the past: yesterday, 
last night, last week, last year, at six o’clock, etc.
The present perfect uses expressions which 
describe the point at which an action started, or  
a period of time.
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should and must
Should and must have got the same form for all 
subject pronouns.
I should, you shouldn’t, he must, she mustn’t, etc.
We use should and must with the base form of the 
main verb.
You should get good qualifications. (NOT You should to 
get good qualifications.)
You mustn’t cheat in the exam. (NOT You mustn’t to cheat 
in the exam.)

Use
We use should to ask for or give advice or a 
recommendation.
You should study harder.
You shouldn’t stay up so late.
We use must to talk about something that is 
important, a rule or a law.
You must wear a motorbike helmet.
You mustn’t write in pen.

have to and don’t have to
affirmative Negative
I / You have to work. I / You don’t have to work.
He / She / It has to 
work.

He / She / It doesn’t have 
to work.

We / You / They have 
to work.

We / You / They don’t have 
to work.

We use have to with the base form of the main 
verb.

Use
We use have to to talk about something that is 
necessary to do, for example, when it is a rule or 
because of circumstances. 
At my school, we have to wear a uniform. 
She has to catch a bus to school. (It’s too far to walk.)
We use don’t have to to talk about something that 
is not necessary to do.
We don’t have to walk far to school because we live close 
to school.

should, must and have to
recommendation
You should revise for the exam.
You shouldn’t copy your homework.
obligation
You must arrive at 9 a.m.
You mustn’t be late.
We have to wear a uniform.
No obligation
You don’t have to wear a tie.

Use
Must and have to have got almost the same 
meaning. 
I must do my homework tonight. = I have to do my 
homework tonight.
We often use must to talk about something that 
the speaker decides is necessary.
You must do your homework now.
We often use have to when other circumstances 
make something necessary.
I have to go to the library because I need some books.
We use don’t have to to talk about something that 
is not necessary to do.
We don’t have to clean the house. (because it is already 
clean).
Remember: don’t have to doesn’t mean the same 
as mustn’t. 
You mustn’t write in pen. = It’s a rule.
You don’t have to write in pen. = It’s not necessary.
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will and might
affirmative Negative Interrogative
I / You / He / 
She / It / We / 
You / They will 
help.

I / You / He / 
She / It / We 
/ You / They 
won’t help.

Will I / you / he 
/ she / it / we / 
you / they help?

affirmative Negative

I / You / He / She / It / 
We / You / They might 
help.

I / You / He / She / It / 
We / You / They might 
not help.

Will and might are used with the base form of the 
verb.
We’ll join the protest next week.
I might bring Anna.
The negative is formed by putting not after will or 
might.
Will not is usually contracted to won’t. Might not is 
not usually contracted.
I won’t be at the meeting tomorrow.
Jake might not come because he’s ill.

Use
We use will and won’t to predict or give our 
opinion about the future. We normally use will 
and won’t to talk about something definite or 
when we are very sure about our opinion.
I’ll meet you outside school.
We use might and might not for something that is 
possible or when we are not sure.
It might be hot at the weekend.

First conditional

affirmative Negative

If you go to the meeting, 
you’ll see Joshua.

If I don’t go to the 
meeting, I won’t see 
Adele.

If he walks fast, he’ll be 
on time.

If she doesn’t walk fast, 
she won’t meet David.

If we study hard, we’ll go 
to university.

If they don’t study hard, 
they won’t get a good 
job.

We form the first conditional with if + subject + 
present simple, + subject + will / won’t + infinitive. 
We normally use the contracted forms.
The if clause can also come in the second half of 
the sentence.
If you come on the march, you’ll meet Fatima.
You’ll meet Fatima if you come on the march.

Use
We use the first conditional to talk about possible 
situations and the probable results of actions.
If it rains, we won’t play tennis.
We’ll collect a lot of money if we get a lot of sponsors.

be going to and will
affirmative Negative
I’m going to protest. I’m not going to protest.

You’re going to protest. You aren’t going to 
protest.

He’s / She’s / It’s going to 
protest.

He / She / It isn’t going 
to protest.

We’re / You’re / They’re 
going to protest.

We / You / They aren’t 
going to protest.

We form the affirmative with the subject + be + 
going to + the infinitive.
We form the negative with the subject + be + not 
going to + the infinitive.

Interrogative
Am I going to study?
Are you going to study?
Is he / she / it going to study?
Are we / you / they going to study?

Use
We use will and be going to to talk about the 
future.
We use will to predict or give our opinion about 
the future.
The meeting will be interesting.
We use be going to to talk about plans and 
intentions for the future.
She’s going to collect money for animals in danger.
I’m going to campaign for a new school building.

Present continuous for future 
arrangements
The present continuous is used to talk about 
arrangements with a fixed date or time in the 
future.
I’m playing tennis on Friday morning.
We aren’t seeing Laura this evening.
What are you doing tomorrow?
Are you staying at home this afternoon?
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Verbs + -ing / to
Verb + -ing

I / You
We / You / 
They

like / don’t like 
love 
prefer 

walking.

reading.

living here.
He / She

likes / doesn’t like 
loves 
prefers 

Do I / you
like
love
prefer

walking?
reading?
living here?

Does he / she

Do we / you 
/ they

Verb + to
I / You
He / She
We / You 
They

would / ’d
wouldn’t

like
love
prefer

to walk.
to read.
to live here.

Would 

I / you
he / she
we / you / 
they

like
love
prefer

to walk 
there?
to read this?
to live here?

Use
We use like / love / prefer + -ing to talk or ask 
about likes, dislikes and preferences.
I love riding my bike.  We prefer running.
We don’t usually use love or prefer in negative 
sentences.
She doesn’t like watching films. 
We use would + verb + to + main verb to express or 
ask about desires or make suggestions.
We’d like to go to the cinema.   
Would you like to go to the cinema? 

could, can, will be able to
affirmative
past present future
I could speak 
Italian.

She can speak 
Italian.

They will be 
able to speak 
Italian.

Negative
past present future
We couldn’t 
speak Italian.

You can’t speak 
Italian. 

He won’t be 
able to speak 
Italian.

Questions
past present future
Could you 
speak Italian?

Can he speak 
Italian?

Will they be 
able to speak 
Italian?

We use could, can and will be able to with the base 
form of the verb.
Could, can and will be able to have the same form 
for all subject pronouns.

Use
We use could, can and will be able to to express 
ability or possibility.
Past: I couldn’t speak English when I was very young.
Present: I can speak English because I am from the UK.
Future: I won’t be able to go cycling because I’m ill.

Second conditional
affirmative
If I / you got up earlier, I / you wouldn’t be late.
If he / she acted well, he / she would get a good 
review.
If we / you / they studied more, we / you / they 
would get better marks. 
Negative
If I / you didn’t go to bed late, I / you wouldn’t be so 
tired.
If he / she / it didn’t act badly, he / she / it wouldn’t 
get a bad review.
If we / you / they didn’t watch TV all night, we / you /  
they would go out. 
Questions
If you got up earlier, would you walk to school?
If he / she / it acted well, would he / she / it get a 
good review?
If we / you / they studied more, would we / you / 
they get better marks?

We form the second conditional with if + subject + 
past simple + comma (,) + would / wouldn’t + base 
form. We normally use the contracted forms.
The if clause can come in the second half of the 
sentence. The meaning is the same, but we do not 
need a comma.
I’d be on time if I got up earlier. = If I got up earlier,  
I’d be on time.
If he posted a message, I’d reply. = I’d reply if he 
posted a message.
We form information questions with the question 
word at the beginning of the would clause.
What files would you share if you were online? = If you 
were online, what files would you share?

Use
We use the second conditional to talk about 
hypothetical, unreal or imaginary situations.
If I had £200, I’d buy a mobile phone. (I haven’t got 
£200, so I won’t buy a mobile phone.)
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Present and past passive: affirmative 
and negative

Present passive

affirmative Negative

I’m sent a lot of emails. I’m not sent a lot of 
emails.

You’re sent a lot of 
emails.

You aren’t sent a lot of 
emails.

He’s / She’s / It’s sent a 
lot of emails.

He / She / It isn’t sent a 
lot of emails.

We’re / You’re / They’re
sent a lot of emails.

We / You / They aren’t 
sent a lot of emails.

We form the present passive affirmative with the 
subject + present simple of be + past participle.
We form the present passive negative with 
the subject + present simple of be + not + past 
participle.

Past passive

affirmative Negative

I was woken up by the 
music.

I wasn’t woken up by the 
music.

You were woken up by 
the music.

You weren’t woken up by 
the music.

He / She / It was woken 
up by the music.

He / She / It wasn’t 
woken up by the music.

We / You / They were 
woken up by the music.

We / You / They weren’t 
woken up by the music.

We form the past passive affirmative with the 
subject + past simple of be + past participle.
We form the past passive negative with the 
subject + past simple of be + not + past participle.

Use
Passive sentences emphasize the action. The 
action is more important than the person who 
does the action. Often the person is unknown so it 
is not included.
The TV programme about Picasso was made in France.
If we change an active sentence to a passive 
sentence, the object of the active sentence 
becomes the subject of a passive sentence.
People paint these pictures in Japan. = These pictures 
are painted in Japan.
Emma invited Susie to the new art gallery. = Susie was 
invited to the new art gallery.

In passive sentences, we don’t often say who 
carried out the action. When we do, we use by.
Susie was invited to the new art gallery by Emma.

Present passive questions

Questions
short answers

affirmative Negative

Am I sent a lot 
of emails? Yes, I am. No, I’m not.

Are you sent a 
lot of emails? Yes, you are. No, you aren’t.

Is he / she / it 
sent a lot of 
emails?

Yes, he / she / 
it is.

No, he / she / it 
isn’t.

Are we / you / 
they sent a lot 
of emails?

Yes, we / you / 
they are.

No, we / you / 
they aren’t.

We form present passive questions with the 
present simple of be + subject + past participle.
Are you invited to the party at the museum?
Is she paid a lot of money for her sculptures?

Past passive questions

Questions
short answers
affirmative Negative

Was I woken up 
by the music? Yes, I was. No, I wasn’t.

Were you 
woken up by 
the music?

Yes, you were. No, you 
weren’t. 

Was he / she / 
it woken up by 
the music?

Yes, he / she / it 
was.

No, he / she / it 
wasn’t.

Were we / you / 
they woken up 
by the music?

Yes, we / you / 
they were.

No, we / you / 
they weren’t.

We form past passive questions with the past 
simple of be + subject + past participle.
Were we given some information at the art gallery?
Was he told about the new Van Gogh exhibition?


